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We couldn’t be more proud 
to report that thanks to the 
generosity of our supporters, 
West Island businesses, 
foundations and individual 
donors, we have invested 
$2.6 Million in our community 
over the two years of the 
pandemic. This is the direct 
result of the solidarity mindset 
of our donors, as well as 
relentless commitment from 
our board members and our 
team. 

The past two years have had a transformative impact on our lives and our community. Although 
everyone was impacted in some shape or form, the most vulnerable members of our society 
have been the hardest hit, and unfortunately, continue to struggle with the recent surge in 
inflation which affects everyone. The demand for services from the more than 40 community 
organisations we support has never been greater and consequently, their need for funding and 
support as well. 

We are extremely proud to be part of a community “tissé serré” who look out for each other. 
Together, we are making a real impact in the lives of West Islanders. What we’ve witnessed is a true 
lesson of Solidarity in action showing the world that we are indeed, #StrongerTogetherWestIsland!

Me Jean-René Paquette 
President of the Board of Directors 
of West Island Community Shares 
and Founding Partner of Paquette 
& Associates Attorneys Inc.

Sophie McCann 
Executive Director,  
West Island Community Shares

TEAM 
MEMBERS

(BACK ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT) 

CLAUDE GAGNÉ  
COMMUNICATIONS 

NYNKE WIJNALDA  
FUNDRAISING 

RACHA AOUDE 
EVENTS 

(FRONT ROW) 

DANIELLE LEGGETT 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

SARA SORIAL 
FINANCE

SOPHIE MCCANN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

WORDS FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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OUR PEOPLE

19 
Committed Board 

Members

12 
Dedicated  

Fund Distribution  
Committee Members

6 
Wonderful Team 

Members

150 
Fantastic  

Volunteers

Distributed over the pandemic

$2.6 M Funds distributed 

$1.2 M

40+
West Island 

community organisations

One united community

Donations

268

40+

New donors

Generous
partners

2,866+

1
New community group

added

Donors with a big heart

WEST ISLAND COMMUNITY SHARES 
HIGHLIGHTS
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SOCIAL MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS 

CORPORATE 
CONTRIBUTIONS

PRIVATE 
FOUNDATIONS

PUBLIC  
DONATIONS

FUNDRAISING 
EVENTS

$1,225,000
DISTRIBUTED

REVENUE 
HIGHLIGHTS

38%

30%

12%

20%

MICHEL BÉLAND 

TERESA BROCCOLINI 

CHANTAL CARRIER 

DR. J.-P. CHARTRAND 

NOUHA FADLALLAH 

JACQUES GARCEAU

ERIC GUAY 

PETER GIAKOUMATOS 

FREDERICA JONES 

7,855 
Facebook  
followers

1,252 
Instagram  
followers

814 

LinkedIn  
followers

723 
Twitter  

followers

BOARD  
MEMBERS
ME JEAN-RENÉ PAQUETTE
BOARD PRESIDENT

 

VINCENT LAMOUREUX 

ROBERTA LACEY 

DANIELLE LEGGETT 

SUSAN MCKERCHER 

ROGER MORIN 

CLAUDE PAPASIAN 

YANNICK PELLETIER 

SANDY SEY 

ALI SOUINI



$50 000 SUPPORT GREEN INITIATIVES

$85 000 EMPOWER WOMEN

$317 000 SUPPORT VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS 

7SOLIDARITY REPORT - 2021/2022

26%

4%

24%

20%

19%

7%

FUND DISTRIBUTION 
BREAKDOWN

$291 000 FOSTER HEALTHY BODIES & MINDS

$317 000 SUPPORT VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

$249 000 DEVELOP STRONG & RESILIENT CHILDREN

$233 000 PROVIDE BASIC NECESSITIES

$85 000   EMPOWER WOMEN

$50 000  SUPPORT GREEN INITIATIVES

FUND DISTRIBUTION 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

CHRISTINA ANTONIOU 

NICK DI STAULO 

SARAH GROOM 

CATHARINE HARRIS 

CHANTAL CARRIER 
PRESIDENT

DANIELLE LEGGETT 
COMMITTEE DIRECTOR 

33 
Media  

publications

6 
Live media  
interviews

11 

Media  
outlets

6,841 
Subscribers 

SARA LANDE 

MONIQUE LAPLANTE 

LEN MADIGAN 

REGINA NOWAK 

NATHALIE OUIMET 

FABRIZIO PICCININI 

BOB RAFUSE 

ANNE SMITH
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$3,000,000
L I F E T I M E  

D O N AT I O N S

PFIZER CANADA, 
AN EXCEPTIONAL PARTNER

As one of West Island Community 
Shares’ founding partners, Pfizer 
Canada has been generously 
supporting our mission since 
1998. This year marks a 
significant milestone in Pfizer’s 
involvement, as the company’s 
cumulative donation reached 
3 million dollars!

More than simply monetary 
contributions, Pfizer Canada’s 
commitment towards our 
community comes in many 
forms. Pfizer Canada is a 
corporate partner who has 
had a permanent seat on our 
Board for the past 24 years. 
Furthermore, employees 
share their expertise with 
the community sector and 
have actively participated in 

countless fundraising activities 
from food drives, back-to-school 
campaigns, galas, community 
breakfasts, fundraising events 
and many more.

Pfizer’s corporate culture 
and community involvement 
not only stands the test of 
time, but Pfizer leads the way 
encouraging other businesses 
to get involved and make a 
difference in the lives of so many 
West Islanders.

Thank you to Pfizer Canada 
and all of its employees for 
your long-term partnership & 
the many friendships that have 
developed over the years. We 
are humbled by your trust and 
support.
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We are grateful to all our corporate partners and foundations for their generous 
support and trust in our mission, we could not have done it without you.

OUR CORPORATE  
PARTNERS

THANK YOU!
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PROUD MEMBER OF IMAGINE CANADA NETWORK SINCE 2015 

THE IMPACT OF  
YOUR GIFT
Thanks to you, we don’t have to choose! Thanks to your generosity, we can help a 
senior who developed hoarding habits because the pandemic triggered old wounds 
from his childhood; a dad who skips meals to make sure his son has enough to eat; a 
young graduate who is paralysed by severe depression; a mother-daughter relationship 
which has deteriorated to the point where they both need a time out from each other; 
a teenager with an eating disorder who is asking for help for the first time; and a woman 
who has chosen to take back control of her life and leave her abusive partner.
 
Twelve members of the fund distribution committee ensure that your donation is 
allocated where it will have the biggest impact in our community. We strategically 
invest your donation in more than 40 community organisations who provide crucial 
services based on these six areas.

SUPPORT 
VUNERABLE 
POPULATIONS 

PROVIDE BASIC 
NECESSITIES 

DEVELOP STRONG & 
RESILIENT CHILDREN 
AND TEENS

SUPPORT 
GREEN 
INITIATIVES

FOSTER HEALTHY 
BODIES & HEALTHY 
MINDS

EMPOWER
WOMEN
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Did you know that in the West Island only, there are 77,880 immigrants, 
10,675 seniors living alone, and 10,218 single parent families?

SUPPORT VULNERABLE AND  
MARGINALIZED POPULATIONS
Vulnerability and marginalization are multi-faceted situations. People suffering from 
mental illnesses, people living alone who have no-one to turn to in times of crisis, young 
adults who have aged-out of the children services, recent immigrants and visible 
minority residents who are suffering from discrimination, people struggling with sexual 
orientation or identity, illiterate adults trying to navigate life without being able to 
read... the list is long and diverse. Thankfully these12 community groups provide help 
and services that would otherwise not be available through the government services 
alone. 

$317 000
I N V E S T E D
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$291,000
I N V E S T E D

FOSTER HEALTHY 
BODIES & MINDS
These 9 community organisations offer a wide range of mental-health and physical-
health related services to support West Islanders suffering from eating disorders, arthritis, 
cancer, substance abuse and the numerous side-effects of mental health issues. 

During the first wave of the pandemic, Statistics Canada reported that 27% of people 
aged 15 – 24, 19% of middle-aged adults and 10% of seniors, had symptoms of moderate 
to severe anxiety related to COVID-19.

FRIENDS FOR MENTAL HEALTH

OMEGA -  
COMMUNITY RESOURCES
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DEVELOP STRONG, 
RESILIENT CHILDREN & TEENS
These 13 community organisations offer much needed services to West Island children 
and teens. These organisations are a lifeline to many youths in our community and offer 
teens drop-in centres, after-school programs, mentoring, homework help, guidance 
with difficulties at home, or substance abuse, and so much more.

CARREFOUR 6-12

$249,000
I N V E S T E D
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DOLLARD-DES-ORMEAUX FIRE

PROVIDE 
BASIC NECESSITIES
The lingering effects of the pandemic compounded by the soaring food, energy and 
housing costs, have created a perfect storm for many West-Island residents who are 
now turning to food banks to feed themselves and their loved-ones. The 4 organisations 
we support in this key area have experienced a sharp increase in the demand for their 
services and with the current inflation rate, we can only assume that this trend will 
prevail for some time to come.

From food banks, school lunches, community dinners, food-awareness and nutritional 
education programs to grocery vouchers, winter-clothing, hygiene products and 
furniture, these community organisations offer essential services to many families. 

$233,000
I N V E S T E D

On June 5th, 2021, a fire tore through an 
apartment building on Brunswick boulevard 
in DDO, forcing the displacement of more 
than 300 people.

West Island Community Shares organized 
an appeal and thanks to the generosity of 
the community, we were able to distribute 
more than $25,000 to these victims.
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SUPPORT  
GREEN INITIATIVES

EMPOWER 
WOMEN
There is no doubt that the pandemic has been worse for women. They have experienced 
job losses at an unprecedented rate, while taking on increased responsibility for child and 
elder care, all of this during a very stressful time for everyone. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic deepened, we witnessed gender-based violence increase 
exponentially. Many women were being forced to ‘lock-down’ at home with their 
abusers at the same time that services to support survivors were being disrupted or made 
inaccessible. 

With this in mind, we have created a new key-sector to allocate funds specifically 
earmarked to meet the needs of women in our community. The organisations under this 
new umbrella consist of 3 of our women-centric beneficiaries who provide assistance, 
shelter and educational services to women who are victim of sexual assaults, plus a new 
organisation: Li-Ber-T House, who offers housing and counselling services for at-risk women 
reintegrating society.

Thanks to the support of the Trottier Family Foundation, 
Targray, and several anonymous donors to our 
Environment Fund, this key area targets various grass-
roots initiatives and programs aimed at protecting the 
environment. 

CALACS - WEST ISLAND

$85 000
I N V E S T E D

$50 000
I N V E S T E D
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WEST ISLAND 
SOLIDARITY IN ACTION

The Solidarity Gardens initiative 
encouraged West Islanders to help 
our local food banks and other 
community organisations address 
food insecurity and receive fresh 

produce throughout the growing season. This project 
was extremely successful and continues to provide 
fresh produce to more than 750 families throughout the 
growing season.

Pfizer Canada employees have 
collected $28,000 worth of gift-
cards. Pharmacy, grocery,  
discount store, gas cards and 
more were distributed to our 

local food banks and community organisations serving 
the most vulnerable. A much appreciated gift for many 
families trying to make ends meet.

SOLIDARITY GARDEN

PFIZER GIFT CARDS COLLECTION

Thanks to the continued support 
of Enrico Lalonde from IGA Extra in 
Dollard-des-Ormeaux, this recycling 
can initiative has raised more 
than $6,000 to date, helping the 
environment and the community at 
the same time.

IGA - LALONDE RECYCLING PROGRAM

IGA LALONDE 
(Dollard des Ormeaux)
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Donations from this campaign were allocated to local 
groups dedicated to women empowerment: West Island 
CALACS and West Island Women Shelter. Participating 
Pharmaprix pharmacies were: 
• André Kayal: Dorval and L’Île-Perrot
• Marco Vernacchia: Pointe-Claire
• Nada Nasreddine: Beaconsfield & Kirkland
• Nora Al-Khoury: Pierrefonds and Pointe-Claire
• Oana-Cristina Popescu: Pierrefonds
• Patrice Simard: D.D.O.
• Souren Bedrossian: Pointe-Claire & St-Lazare
• Suzanne Fradet: Pierrefonds and Pincourt

AIMEZ-VOUS CAMPAIGN

It all started with a group of friends 
from the West Island dedicated 
to providing an annual donation 
to cancer-related organisations. 
In addition to collecting cans, Jim 

Morrisson and his friends organise several fundraising 
activities throughout the year, showing once again that 
we are #StrongerTogetherWestIsland.

In lieu of a traditional holiday food drive, six of our 
corporate partners have asked their employees to give 
stockings to those in need. Most low income families 
receive presents from the food banks to put under the 
tree, but stockings were a great treat and brought a 
smile to those who received them. 

ONE DREAM, ONE TEAM

SOLIDARITY STOCKINGS
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FUNDRAISING  
EVENTS & CAMPAIGNS

Thanks to the generous 
contribution of PME-MTL, 
and in collaboration 
with the City of Dorval 
and Commerce Dorval, 

we were able to have a very unique and charming outdoor 
Holiday Market, where West Islanders were able to visit and 
discover local businesses and artists, while doing some holiday 
shopping.

DORVAL HOLIDAY MARKET

This year, we’ve turned to our valued corporate partners on three different occasions 
to sponsor a “Double your donations” fundraising campaign. Thanks to their generosity, 
individual donations were doubled throughout the months of June by PFIZER CANADA, in 
December by The TENAQUIP FOUNDATION and in March by Caisse Desjardins de l’Ouest-
de-l’Île.

DOUBLE YOUR DONATION CAMPAIGNS

Our second year of Solidarity 
Pizza Night presented by 
BMO Bank of Montreal in 
collaboration with Saputo, 
Danesco, Louks Brewery 
and Travelway was a great 
success. For each Pizza Kit 
sold, a pizza kit was given 
to a family in need. In total 
200 kits were handed out 
to local families in need. 

SOLIDARITY PIZZA NIGHT
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NON-FINANCIAL 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

West Island Community Shares partnered with John 
Abbott College to offer a certificate course on non-
profit leadership providing professional development of 
current and aspiring leaders in non-profit organisations.  
So far, two cohorts of 30 students each have already 
graduated. Due to the popularity of the program, more 
sessions are expected this fall.

JOHN ABBOTT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

A social media campaign where leading local West 
Island retailers and service providers shared holiday tips 
and tricks to promote their businesses and at the same 
time encourage donations to those in need through West 
Island Community Share.

#STRONGER TOGETHER WEST ISLAND

One of the ripple effects of the pandemic is a slower 
than expected return of volunteers to the community 
sector. Several community organisations we support 
were left with vacancies on their board of directors. 
Since part of our mission is to support them implement 
sound governance practices, we launched a media 
campaign to help mitigate the situation and  entice new 
members to join their boards.

BOARD MEMBER RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN



As we reflect on the past 24 years, we cannot help but to be astounded 
by the undeniable impact that West Island Community Shares has had 
on our community. West Islanders from all walks of life have felt the 
benefit of the crucial funds we distribute thanks to our generous donors. 

Next year will mark our 25th anniversary, and as we celebrate this 
milestone, we will be setting the stage to secure a future where 
Community Shares continues to provide meaningful financial and non-
financial support to the community sector while having a long-lasting 
impact for generations to come.

CONTACT US
610, ST-JEAN BLVD, SUITE 200 
POINTE-CLAIRE, QC, H9R 3K2

(514) 695-8694 X 103

INFO@PARTAGEACTION.COM

LOOKING FORWARD
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